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The purpose of this study is to update ocean hazard construction setback factors and Ocean Erodible 
Area of Environmental Concern; which are based on long-term average annual shoreline change 
rates.  
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The purpose of this study is to update ocean hazard construction Setback Factors and the Ocean 

Erodible Area of Environmental Concern which are based on the long-term average annual 

oceanfront shoreline change ratesΣ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ άŜǊƻǎƛƻƴ ǊŀǘŜǎΦέ  Initially established 

by the Coastal Resource Commission (CRC) under the Coastal Area Management Act (CAMA) in 

1979, the long-term average annual shoreline change rates have been updated periodically since 

1980, with the last update study completed in 2011, and effective on January 31, 2013.   

Oceanfront construction Setback Factors are used to site oceanfront development and 

determine the landward extent of the Ocean Erodible Area (OEA) within the Ocean Hazard Area 

of Environmental Concern (AEC), or the area where there is a substantial possibility of excessive 

shoreline erosion.   

 

The coast of North Carolina continually changes in response to wind, waves, and fluctuating sea 

levels, as well as human influences. These coastal processes redistribute sand within the dune, 

beach, and nearshore systems. Geographic, geological and oceanographic differences collectively 

influence sediment availability, distribution, and transport, which when better understood can 

ƘŜƭǇ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ǿƘȅ ǘǊŜƴŘǎ ƻŦ ŜǊƻǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀŎŎǊŜǘƛƻƴ ŘƛŦŦŜǊ ŀƭƻƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǇƻǊǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ bΦ/ΦΩǎ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊ ƛǎƭŀƴŘ 

shorelines. Both short- and long-term changes can be dramatically different depending on where 

changes are measured and how much time passes between storm events. Factors used to try and 

predict short-term changes are less understood than those affecting long-term changes for a 

variety of reasons. Short-term changes are easily influenced by storm events and require routine 

monitoring, analyses, and modeling using high-resolution data to anticipate changes and 

anticipate where erosion will be the most extreme. Although factors affecting long-term changes 

are complex, the positions of the shoreline over a longer period can reveal trends in shoreline 

movement - unless beaches are nourished on a periodic cycle (NCDCM, 2016). 

 

Because beaches gain sand (accrete), and lose sand (erode) through a variety of natural forces 

and human actions and can erode rapidly during a single event (hurricane),  Ocean Hazard 

Setback Factors are established in an effort to minimize losses of life and property resulting from 
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storms, long-term erosion, prevent encroachment of permanent structures on public beach 

areas, preserve the natural ecological conditions of the barrier dune and beach systems, and 

reduce public costs of inappropriately sited development. 

 
Since the first study in 1979 (Tafun, Rogers, and Langfelder, 1979), bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΩǎ ƻŎŜŀƴfront 

shoreline change rates have been calculated using the end-point method.  This method uses the 

earliest and most current shorelines and shore-perpendicular transects, where the distance 

between the two shorelines is measured at each transect.  Raw shoreline position change rates 

are then calculated by dividing distance between the two shorelines (shore-transect intersect) 

by time, or number of years between the two shorelines (Figure 1).  To calculate Setback Factors, 

ǘƘŜǎŜ Řŀǘŀ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜƴ άǎƳƻƻǘƘŜŘέ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ мт-Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ άōƭƻŎƪŜŘέ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ 

shoǊŜƭƛƴŜ ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƻǊ άōƭƻŎƪŜŘ ŀǊŜŀǎέ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǊŀǘŜǎΦ 

  

Technological advances in Geographic Information Systems (GIS) have made calculation of end-

point rates a relatively time-efficient process compared to techniques employed in earlier 

studies.  Raw end-point rates were calculated using 9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ {ȅǎǘŜƳǎ wŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ LƴǎǘƛǘǳǘŜΩǎ 

(ESRI) ArcGIS 10.6 ArcMap DL{ ǎƻŦǘǿŀǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ DŜƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ {ǳǊǾŜȅΩǎ ό¦{D{ύ 5ƛƎƛǘŀƭ 

Shoreline Analysis System (DSAS) 4.3.4730 (Thieler, Himmelstoss, Zichichi, and Ergul, 2009) 

extension for ArcMap.  The GIS tool requires three essential spatial data map layers; an early 

shoreline, a current shoreline, and a transect map layer perpendicular to the two shorelines. 
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Figure 1. This example illustrates a shore-perpendicular transect where there is 280 feet between the early (1946) 
shoreline and current (2016) shoreline, and a period of 70 years.  The shoreline change rate in this example is equal 
to 4 feet/year (where rate = distance/time = 280/70 = 4 ft/yr.).  Since the most recent shoreline moved landward 
from its early position, the results would indicate erosion.  

 
 

Shoreline Identification 

 
When interpreted from aerial photography, bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΩǎ ƻŎŜŀƴŦǊƻƴǘ ǎƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜ ƛǎ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ 

the άwet-dry lineέ.  This άline ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƴŘέ references an interpretation where the wet sand ends 

and the dry sand begins and is typically distinguished by contrasting sediment color or shade, 

ƘŜƴŎŜ άǿŜǘ-dryέ (Figures 2 and 3).  Wet-dry shoreline interpretation is the most readily 

identifiable and considered in the worst case to be between high and low tides (e.g., Crowell, 

Leatherman, and Buckley, 1991; Dolan R. , Hayden, May, and May, 1980; Overton and Fisher, 

2003).   
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Figure 2.  LƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άǿŜǘ-ŘǊȅέ shoreline is illustrated here 

 
 

 

Figure 3.  Wet-dry shoreline interpreted using imagery. 

 
 
The early shoreline used in this study is also the same shoreline used in 2003 Overton and Fisher 

study, and the 2011 NC Division of Coastal Management (DCM) studies and was digitized by the 

North Carolina State University (NCSU) Kenan Natural Hazards Mapping Program. It represents a 

composite of both Mean High Water (MHW) shorelines digitized from National Ocean Survey 

Topographic Surveys (NOS T-sheets) (1933-1952), and wet-dry line interpretations made from 

historical (1940-1962) imagery (Overton and Fisher, 2003).    Use of NOS T-sheet shorelines is 



 10 

accepted by other researchers and has been adopted by the USGS in their shoreline erosion 

studies.  A statewide set of NOS T-sheets for a single year do not exist; therefore, early dates do 

vary between 1933 and 1952.   For approximately 30 miles of the stŀǘŜΩǎ ƻŎŜŀƴŦǊƻƴǘ ǎƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜ 

(north of Oregon Inlet to North Carolina/Virginia State line) T-sheets were not available when the 

early shoreline was digitized.  For this portion of the coast, a collection of early photography 

(1940ς1962) was used to digitize a wet-dry shoreline.  By using this early shoreline, consistent 

comparisons at each transect can be made between the multiple shoreline change rate studies 

(Appendix B). 

 
The most current shoreline used in this study is a wet-dry interpretation digitized at a map scale 

of 1:1,000 utilizing 2016 North Carolina color imagery (6-inch pixel resolution).    However, at 

Onslow Beach and .ǊƻǿƴΩǎ LǎƭŀƴŘΣ нлмт ƛƳŀƎŜǊȅ όм-meter pixel resolution) was available and 

used due to an imagery data gap in 2016. 

 

Transect Locations 

 

Transects used in this study are generally perpendicular to the shoreline, spaced 50 meters 

(approximately 164 feet) apart, and spatially consistent with those used in the 1992, 2003 and 

2011 update studies. It is expected that they are also spatially like those established by Dr. Robert 

Dolan in his early shoreline erosion rate studies since they have similar spacing and end-point 

coordinates (Dolan, Hayden, and Heywood, 1978); however, it is not possible to confirm since 

they did not exist in a digital form prior to the 1992 study (Overton and Fisher, 2003).  For this 

reason, only comparison of ocean hazard Setback Factors from this and earlier studies can be 

made, and not the actual shoreline change rates. 

 

 
Study Area 

 
bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΩǎ wave-dominated barrier island coastline is defined by a series of prominent 

cuspate forelands (Cape Fear, Cape Lookout, and Cape Hatteras) (Hoyt, 1971) and embayments 

(Long Bay and Onslow Bay) with approximately 320 miles of oceanfront shoreline (Figure 4).  
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Approximately 66% of this shoreline is located on predominate east-facing beaches, while 34% 

are on southerly-facing beaches. 

 

Beaches in North Carolina, are in a state of constant fluctuation due to normal erosional actions 

ƻŦ ǿƛƴŘΣ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŜŘƛƳŜƴǘ ǎǳǇǇƭȅΦ ¢ƘŜ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ƎŜƻƭƻƎƛŎ ƳŀƪŜǳǇ ƛǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ 

ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ǎŜŘƛƳŜƴǘ ǎǳǇǇƭȅΥ bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΩǎ ƴƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ƛǎ ŦƭŀǘǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǎŜŘƛƳŜƴǘ ǊƛŎƘ 

than the steeper, sediment-poor southŜǊƴ ŎƻŀǎǘΦ bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΩǎ ŎƻƳōƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ 

complex barrier islands, shoreface orientation, and inlet systems also influence the sediment 

ōǳŘƎŜǘǎ ŀƳƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ōŜŀŎƘŜǎ (Riggs & Ames, 2003). Some inlets, for example, tend to 

migrate in the same general direction over time, while others oscillate back and forth. This 

difference influences whether the beaches adjacent to the inlets experience chronic or short-

term erosion or accretion and presents enormous management challenges and costs for property 

owners, local governments, and the state.  

 

In 2016, annual significant wave heights in Long Bay ranged 1.1 to 18.2 feet and averaged 3.3 

feet at buoy station 41108; in Onslow Bay heights ranged 1.2 to 21.2 feet and averaged 4.5 feet 

at buoy station 41159; and north of Cape Hatteras heights ranged 1.0 to 17.7 feet and averaged 

4.0 feet at buoy station 44100 (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 2018).  In one 

study using 2006 NOAA data (Limber, List, and Warren, 2007a.), semidiurnal tides ranged on 

average from approximately 3.3 feet along the northern coast to approximately 4.9 feet near the 

North Carolina/South Carolina border. Regional and local beach morphology is controlled by a 

combination of prevailing oceanographic conditions (Ashton, 2001), periodic storm events 

(Morton and Sallenger, 2003), inlet-related processes (Fenster and Dolan, 1996), and by 

underlying, antecedent geology (Riggs, Cleary, and Snyder, 1995). 
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Figure 4.  Study Area 

 
 
The following sections detail the methodology and summarize findings for each island or 

oceanfront town starting at Sunset Beach in the south and ending in the north at the North 

Carolina-Virginia state line.  Large maps (11 x 17 inch) are in Appendix A, and graphs illustrating 

rates calculated in this study relative to those calculated in the 2003 and 2011 studies are in 

Appendix B.  
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Shoreline Preparations for Digital Shoreline Analysis System (DSAS) 

 
Prior to the release of DSAS v4.2, shorelines were required to be digitized with the same spatial 

orientation.  For example, when digitizing a shoreline on an east-west barrier island, all shorelines 

were required to consistently start from either the east or west side of the island so that each 

would have the same spatial left and right orientation.  With the release of DSAS v4.2, this 

digitizing requirement was no longer necessary.  DSAS does however require data to be managed 

within a personal Geodatabase in meter units in a projected coordinate system (Universal 

Transverse Mercator).  In addition, there are specifications for naming and formatting attributes 

for shoreline, transect, and baseline GIS data.  

 

Shoreline data require ά5!¢9ψέ ŀƴŘ ά¦b/9w¢!Lb¢¸έ ŦƛŜƭŘǎ ό¢ŀōƭŜ м).  ¢ƘŜ ά5!¢9έ field stores the 

shoreline date and is referenced by DSAS when calculating the erosion rate according to the 

distance divided by time formulaΤ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ά¦b/9w¢!Lb¢¸έ ŦƛŜƭŘ accounts for positional 

uncertainties associated with natural influences (wind, waves, tide) or digitizing and 

measurement uncertainties. These fields must be created in GIS using the format shown in the 

table below. 

 

Attribute Name Attribute Data Type Format 

DATE_ Text 
Field length = 10 

Format = mm/dd/yyyy 

UNCERTAINTY Any numeric field Double (used in this study) 

Table 1.  Attribute fields required by DSAS for shoreline GIS data. 

 
 

Baseline and Transect Preparations for DSAS 

 
Transects used in this study are believed to be geographically consistent with those defined in 

N.C.Ωǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ŜǊƻǎƛƻƴ ǊŀǘŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ (Tafun, Rogers, and Langfelder, 1979; Dolan, Hayden, and Heywood, 

1978), and utilized in subsequent update studies thereafter.  However, not until the 1992 update 

study (Benton, Bellis, Overton, Fisher, Hench, and Dolan, 1997) were these data were used in a 
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GIS environment, and not until the 2003 study (Overton and Fisher, 2003) that they were created 

as vector GIS data.   

 
DSAS does require transect data to have several attribute fields associated with each unique 

identifier: OBJECTID, SHAPE, BASELINEID, GROUP, TRANSORDER, PROCTIME, AUTOGEN, STARTX, 

STARTY, ENDX, ENDY, and AZIMUTH (Thieler, Himmelstoss, Zichichi, and Ergul, 2009) (Table 2).  

When transects are cast from a baseline these attributes fields are automatically generated by 

DSAS.  For transects not cast using DSAS (i.e. pre-existing transects like those used in this study), 

a few attributes (BASELINEID, GROUP, and TRANSORDER) are defined by the analyst prior to 

initiating the calculation. 

 

 

Attribute Name Data Type Purpose 

BASELINEID Long Integer 

DSAS can assign these values if 
left empty.  Baseline segments 
with an ID equal to zero will be 
ignored by DSAS; no transects 
cast and will not be included in 
the analysis. 

GROUP Long Integer 

Values in this field are assigned 
by DSAS and are based on analyst 
input for grouping transects.  
This field is used to aggregate 
shoreline data and the resulting 
measurement locations 
established by the transects into 
groups. 

TRANSORDER Long Integer 

Can be assigned by DSAS, or the 
analyst.  Each transect must have 
its own unique number.  This 
field is used to sort transect data 
in a predetermined order 

Table 2.  Attribute fields required by DSAS for transect GIS data. 

 
 

DSAS baselines are digitized by the analyst and serve as a starting point for casting shore-

perpendicular transects and can be digitized either onshore or offshore at an offset-distance from 

all shorelines defined by the analyst.  Although this study used pre-existing transects, DSAS still 

requires a baseline to be specified and contain specific attributes (Table 3). 
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Attribute Name Data Type Purpose 

ID Long Integer 

DSAS uses this value to 
determine the ordering 
sequence of transects when the 
baseline contains multiple 
segments. 

Group Long Integer 

Used for data management 
purposes to aggregate transects 
based on physical variations 
alongshore (i.e. shoreline type) 

OFFshore Short Integer 

Used by DSAS to determine 
which direction to cast 
ǘǊŀƴǎŜŎǘǎΦ  ! ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ άлέ 
indicates that the baseline is 
onshore, or landward of the 
ƛƴǇǳǘ ǎƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜǎΦ  ! ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ άмέ 
indicates that the baseline is 
offshore, or seaward of the 
input shorelines. 

CastDir Short Integer 

Used in conjunction with 
άhCCǎƘƻǊŜΦέ ! ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ άлέ ǿƛƭƭ 
result in transects being cast to 
the left of the baseline based on 
ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘ ŦƭƻǿΦ  ! ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻŦ άмέ 
will result in the transect being 
cast to the right of the baseline 
based on segment flow 
direction. 

Table 3.   Attribute fields required by DSAS for baseline GIS data. 

 
 

Digital Shoreline Analysis System (DSAS) and Statistical Analysis 

 

As previously mentioned, all data used must be managed within a Personal Geodatabase using 

ArcGIS (ArcMap and ArcCatalog).  The Geodatabase is a Microsoft Access® database designed to 

store and serve spatial data and provides data structure to enforce topology rules, or spatial data 

relationships.  Additionally, DSAS requires data to be in meters, rather than feet (Figure 5).  For 

purposes of presenting results in this report, data are converted from meters to feet. 
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Figure 5.  DSAS Workflow 

 
Once the data were stored in the Geodatabase and properly attributed, DSAS is used within 

ArcMap as a GIS Extension to calculate shoreline change rates.  First, data parameters were 

established by opening the Set Default Parameters user dialog (Figures 6 and 7), then selecting 

the Shoreline Calculation Settings tab.  Required parameters include identifying the shoreline 

layer, selecting the date (DATE) and uncertainty fields (default 4.4 meters), then selecting 

Intersection Parameters (Closest Intersection).  The intersection point defines which part of the 

Personal Geodatabase

- shorelines

- transects

-baselines

Step 1.

Set Default Parameters

- transects

-shorelines

- baseline (if required)

Step 2.

Calculate Change Statistics

- choose transect layer

- Select statistics to calculate 
(end-point)

Step 3.

Calculations begin

- checks to validate transect layer

- checks required fields

- when validation is complete, 
measurement  locations created

OUTPUT to Personal Geodatabase 
- table (use "join" to include 

output in transect attribute table)
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shoreline to analyze where a single transect might intersect the same shoreline twice (e.g. inlets 

and spits).  Closest Intersection was selected to avoid using shoreline segments not considered 

to be oceanfront. 

 

 

 

Figure 6.  DSAS toolbar - Set/Edit Parameters 

 
 

 

Figure 7.  DSAS Set Default Parameter 

 

Transect data layer were identified using the DSAS Toolbar and selecting it from the Transect 

Layer dropdown menu (Figure 8).  This menu will only list qualified transect layers from the 

ArcMap document.  If the transect layer is not properly attributed (BASELINEID, GROUP, 

TRANSORDER) it will not be recognized as a qualified option. 
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Figure 8.  DSAS toolbar ς will list qualified transect layers within ArcMap project. 

 
 

With default parameters established and a transect layer identified, the last step is to select the 

output statistics (Figures 9 and 10).  Once the Calculate Change Statistics dialog window opens, 

the only requirements are to: 1) select statistics to calculate; 2) apply confidence interval 

(accepted default 95 percent), and; 3) start calculation algorithms. 

 

 

 

Figure 9.  DSAS toolbar - Calculate Shoreline Change Statistics. 

 

 

 

Figure 10.  DSAS Calculate Change Statistics.   
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Long-term average annual shoreline change rates were calculated at 9,802 transects 

(approximately 305 miles of shoreline).  No rates were calculated at 66 transects (approximately 

2 miles of shoreline) because of άƳƛǎǎƛƴƎέ ǎƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜ ǎŜƎƳŜƴǘǎΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ƎŀǇǎ ƛƴ the shoreline data 

are specific to areas where inlets have either closed (e.g. Madd, Corncake, aƻƻǊŜΩǎ, and Old 

Topsail inlets) or have changed significantly due to accretion or erosion (e.g. New Topsail Inlet at 

Topsail Beach).  For example, where early data might show a shoreline at an active inlet, current 

data will show a complete shoreline (not separated by channel) if the inlet has closed; thus, 

resulting in only one shoreline for that specific location.  

 

DSAS generates raw end-point shoreline change rate data as a table inside the Geodatabase.  To 

perform spatial queries, the tabular data must be joined to the transect GIS data by common 

attributes (TRANSORDER and OBJECTID) using ArcMap.  Additional data processing (smoothing 

and blocking) required data to be imported into a Microsoft Excel 2016® spreadsheet to take 

advantage of its available math functions.  

 

Long-Term Average Annual Shoreline Change Rate Calculations 

 
Smoothing 
 
Smoothing raw data has been applied in all previous studies, and effectively filters short-term 

dynamic shoreline phenomena such as beach cusps, smaller sand waves, and the attachment of 

landward migrating portions of offshore bar systems.  Cusps and similar features range in size 

from approximately 5 feet to 5,000 feet and have a life span ranging from days (smaller features) 

to seasons or years (larger sand waves) (Dolan and Ferm, 1968) (Davis, 1978).  Bars generally 

range around 328 feet in length with migration and attachment rates ranging from seasons to 

years  (Davis, 1978).  Variations associated with larger, longer lived features such as capes are 

not filtered by the smoothing. 

 

The procedure for spatially smoothing shoreline change rate data is a simple moving average, or 

running mean technique described by Davis, 1973.  Commonly rŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ άмт-point running 

ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜΣέ this technique by default consists of at least 17 transects (approximately 0.5 miles of 
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shoreline), and an average is calculated for each of the 17 transects, each time centered on the 

ninth transect (with 8 transects on each side).  This spatially ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜŘ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άǎƳƻƻǘƘŜŘ 

rate.έ  Approaching inlets, the number of transects used in the average is decreased by two 

(dropping one from each side of the centered transect calculation) until the end transect is 

reached.  The last value is calculated by taking the weighted average using the last two transects. 

 

Rs = (2 x T1 + T2) / 3 
 

Rs = smoothed rate 

T1 = erosion rate at last transect adjacent to the inlet 

T2 = erosion rate at second to last transect adjacent to inlet 

 

As can be seen in Figure 11, results from smoothing are most noticable in areas experiencing 

accelerated erosion or accretion (e.g. near inlets).   

 

Blocking 
 
¢ƘŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜ ƻŦ άōlockingέ smoothed rate data creates spatially uniform rate segments.  In 

other words, blocking groups neighboring transects along the same shoreline segment that have 

similar smoothed shoreline change rates.  This allows for management of like sections of 

shoreline that have the same or similar shoreline change rates, rather than having to refer rates 

at each individual transect.  Blocked shoreline change rate data serve as Setback Factors 

(historically referred to as άerosion ratesέ), and used to calcualte the construction setback within 

Ocean Hazard AEC, and to calculate the landward boundary of the Ocean Erodible Area (OEA) 

(Figure 11). 

 

Blocking procedures, itemized below, represent refinments and clarifications of procedures 

established by and used in all previous update studies.  These refinements and clarifications are 

the result of improved accuracy of the data brought about by improvements in the shoreline 

delineation methodology and quantitative requirements that allow for increased repeatabiltiy of 

results.  Transect spacing was reduced from 328  (100 meters) and 984 feet (~300 meters) (1980 
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Dolan study) to 164 feet (50 meters) in subsequent studies; and in the 2003 Overton and Fisher 

update study, the minimum number of transects required for blocking was reduced by half (from 

16 to 8).  In areas experiencing an accelerated change in rates, this refinement resulted in smaller 

blocked groups.  The following list describes the processΣ ƻǊ άǊǳƭŜǎέ of blocking: 

 

 
1. DǊƻǳǇ άƭƛƪŜέ erosion rate segments based on rate at transect (e.g., 2.0, 2.2, 2.1, 2.5, 2.6, 

2.1, . . . 2.9) and use the mean of each segment as the blocked rate.  Transitioning at one-

foot intervals are prefered for rate block boundaries.  Fractional rates are rounded down 

to the nearest foot, or half foot interval for segments dominated by a half foot value and 

do not have values greater than the next highest one foot interval   (e.g., a rate segment 

equal to 5.4 would be rounded to 5.0; and 5.7 would be rounded to 5.5). 

 

2. Blocked shoreline change rate segments must be comprised of at least eight (8) transects.  

In areas experiencing rapid erosion or accretion (e.g., approaching inlets), it is not always 

possible achieve a one-foot transition from one blocked rate segment to the next, thus 

making it necessary to evaluate segments based on its mean  so that transitions from one 

blocked segement to the next was as near to the one-foot interval as feasible.   

 

3. In areas where blocked segments transition from one value to another (e.g., from 3 to 4 

feet per year) a determination must be made to select the transect that will serve as  a 

delineation between the change in values.  The lower rate would be applied towards the 

higher blocked segment. 

 

4. Where two blocked  boundaries meet and divide a property or parcel, the lower of the 

two blocked rates is applied in the direction of the higher rate in order to give the property 

owner the benefit of the lower rate.  Where a large parcel containing multi-family 

structures was divided by a transition boundary, the lower of the two blocked rates is 

applied towards the higher rate so that no structure was split and also giving the structure 

the benefit of the lower rate. 
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5. For segments that result in measured accretion, or where measured erosion rates are less 

than two (2.0) feet per year, they are assigned the default minimum, a blocked rate value 

(Setback Factor) of two (2) in accordance with the minimum Ocean Hazard setback of 60 

feet, or 30 times the Setback Factor based on blocked shoreline change rates  (15A NCAC 

07H .0306(a)(2)(A). 

 
 

 

 

Figure 11.  Example of Raw (points), Smoothed (solid green and red line), and Blocked (solid black line) data. 
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w9{¦[¢{ 
 
A statistical summary of the blocked shoreline change rates (Setback Factors) was calculated for 

this study, just as done in previous studies.  These data are presented in below (Table 4).  The 

percentages of shorelines are computed by dividing the number of miles of shoreline mapped in 

a given category (e.g., Accreting) by the total number of miles of shoreline in a category (e.g., 

south-facing).  For purposes of this study, άǎƻǳǘƘ-fŀŎƛƴƎέ ōŜŀŎƘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƛth 

shorelines, or beach faces, generally perpendicular and between South-East and South-West 

(135° ς 225°)Τ ǿƘƛƭŜ άŜŀǎǘ-fŀŎƛƴƎέ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ bƻǊǘƘ-East and South-East (45° ς 135°). 

 

Statewide, the average blocked erosion rate value, or setback factor is 3.7, which is a slight 

increase (<1.0 ft.) relative to the average (3.4) calculated in the 2011 DCM update study using 

the 2009 shoreline.  The average shoreline change rate for this study was 2.1 feet per year 

(erosion), and the median was 1.6 feet per year (erosion). 
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Table: 4A 

Shoreline Length & Measured Erosion and Accretion Rate 
Comparison 

South-Facing 
Beach 

Miles (% of total 
shoreline length) 

East-Facing Beach 
Miles (% of total of total 

shoreline length) 

Statewide Totals 
Miles (% of total 
shoreline length) 

Miles of Shoreline 
Mapped & Analyzed 

103.7 (34.1%) 200.8 (65.9%) 304.5 

Measured Accretion 45.8 (44.2 %) 53.6 (26.3%) 103.7 (34.1%) 

Measured Erosion 56.3 (54.3%) 147.1 (72.2%) 200.9 (65.4%) 

No Output (missing one of 
two shorelines) 

0.8 (<1%) 2.8 (1%) 2.8 (>1%) 

Table: 4B 

Shoreline Change Rate Statistical Comparison 

South-Facing 
Beach 
(ft./yr.) 

East-Facing Beach 
(ft./yr.) 

Statewide 
(ft./yr. 

Average Shoreline Change 
Rate (ft/yr.) 

2.8 ft/yr.  
(erosion) 

<1.0 ft/ yr. 
(erosion) 

2.1 ft/ yr. 
(erosion) 

Median Shoreline Change 
Rate (ft/yr.) 

<1.0 ft/yr. 
(erosion) 

2.5 ft/yr. 
(erosion) 

1.6 ft/yr. 
(erosion) 

Table: 4C 

Setback Factor Comparison (Minimum = 2 feet) 

South-Facing 
Beach 

Miles (% of total 
shoreline length) 

East-Facing Beach 
Miles (% of total of total 

shoreline length) 

Statewide Totals 
Miles (% of total 
shoreline length) 

Setback Factor  
(=2 ft) 

76.5 (73.8%) 98.3 (49.0%) 174.6 (57.3%) 

Setback Factor  
(between 2.5 & 5.0 ft) 

13.0 (12.5%) 52.9 (26.3%) 67.1 (22.1%) 

Setback Factor  
(between 5.5 & 8.0 ft) 

9.5 (9.2%) 29.7 (14.8%) 38.7 (12.7%) 

Setback Factor  
(>8.0 ft) 

3.9 (3.8%) 18.5 (9.2%) 22.7 (7.4%) 

Average Setback Factor 
(ft) 

3.0 4.0 3.5 

Median Setback Factor (ft) 2.0 3.0 2.0 
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Table 4.  Summary of shoreline change rates and Setback Factors.  (4A) Summarizes length of shoreline mapped and 
analyzed, and percentages of shoreline where either accretion or erosion was measured.  (4B) Summarizes average 
and median shoreline change rates for south and east-facing beaches, and statewide totals.  Although these values 
do include all measured accretion, the statewide values reflected erosion overall.  (4C) Summarizes length of 
shoreline and percentage of the total shoreline, and its calculated Setback Factor. Because of migrating or closed 
inlets, not all locations near inlets had two shorelines (no early or 2016 shoreline).  As a result, the analysis could not 
be performed for less than 1% of the total study area.  Therefore, lengths and percentages in Table 4 when summed, 
may not always equal one hundred percent.  It is important to note that the minimum setback factor is 2 as 
referenced in Rule 15A NCAC 07H.0306(a)(2)(A).  A setback factor equal to 2 means that erosion is less than two feet 
per year, or accretion was measured.  Setback factors greater than 2 do correspond to calculated erosion rates. 
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2016 

South Facing 
Miles (% of total) 

2009 
South Facing 

Miles (% of total) 

Change (miles) 

Miles of Shoreline 
Mapped/Analyzed 

103.7  
(34.1%) 

103.9 0.2 (decrease) 

Setback Factor  
(2 ft) 

76.5  
(73.8%) 

77.3  
(74.4%) 

0.8 (decrease) 

Setback Factor  
(2.5 to 5.0 ft) 

13.0  
(12.5%) 

13.8  
(13.3%) 

0.8 (decrease) 

Setback Factor  
(5.5 to 8.0 ft) 

9.5  
(9.2%) 

9.0  
(8.7%) 

0.5 (increase) 

Setback Factor  
(>8.0 ft) 

3.9  
(3.8%) 

3.6  
(3.5%) 

0.3 (increase) 

Table 5.  2018 update study summary of blocked shoreline change rates (Setback Factors), and comparison of change 
from previous study (2011) for south-facing beaches.  This table is an illustrative comparison of total length of 
shoreline mapped and analyzed, and its calculated construction Setback Factor, where sixty feet is the minimum 
construction setback (2 ft. x 30 = 60 ft.).  Length shown in the row labeled ά{ŜǘōŀŎƪ CŀŎǘƻǊ όн Ŧǘύέ is inclusive of length 
of all accreting sections of shoreline, and those calculated to be eroding at two feet per year or less. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
2016  

East Facing 
Miles (% of total) 

2009  
East Facing 

Miles (% of total) 

Change (miles) 
from 2009 to 2016 

Miles of Shoreline 
Mapped/Analyzed 

200.8  
(65.9%) 

203.5 2.7 (decrease) 

Setback Factor  
(2 ft) 

98.3  
(49.0%) 

112.8  
(55.4%) 

14.5 (decrease) 

Setback Factor  
(2.5 to 5.0 ft) 

52.9  
(26.3%) 

48.3  
(23.7%) 

4.6 (increase) 

Setback Factor  
(5.5 to 8.0 ft) 

29.7  
(14.8%) 

22.4  
(11.0%) 

7.3 (increase) 

Setback Factor  
(>8.0 ft) 

18.5  
(9.2%) 

17.2  
(8.5%) 

1.3 (increase) 

Table 6.  2018 update study summary of blocked shoreline change rates (setback factors), and comparison of change 
from previous study (2011) for east-facing beaches.  This table is an illustrative comparison of total length of 
shoreline mapped and analyzed, and its calculated construction Setback Factor, where sixty feet is the minimum 
construction setback (2 ft. x 30 = 60 ft.).  Length shown in the row labeled ά{ŜǘōŀŎƪ CŀŎǘƻǊ όн Ŧǘύέ is inclusive of length 
of all accreting sections of shoreline, and those calculated to be eroding at two feet per year or less. 
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Shoreline change rates and setback factors calculated in this study can be compared to those 

presented in the 2011, and 2003 update study reports (NC DCM, 2011; Overton and Fisher, 2003) 

because they exist in digital and GIS format, and use the same early shoreline.  However, setback 

factors from these studies (2018, 2011, and 2003) can only be generally compared to those 

calculated in earlier studies for several reasons: (1) there is a difference in the miles of shoreline 

analyzed (due to starting and stopping points near inlets and capes), (2) the early shoreline date 

used in the 1997 study (and earlier) is not the same as the one used in the 2003, 2011, and this 

study and; (3) changing the required minimum number of transects from 16 to 8 in the 2003 

Overton and Fisher update study, and space-reduction between transects from 328 and 984 feet 

(100 and 300 meters) to 164 feet (50 meters) are refinements made in the blocking 

methodologies that may influence setback factor statistics only when comparing  this and 2011, 

2003 studies to earlier studies (1998, 1992, 1986, and 1980).   Preliminary analysis of the data 

continues to show remarkable consistency with earlier updates (Table 7). 
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Statewide Totals 
Summary 

2016 
Miles (% of 

total) 

2009 
Miles (% of 

total) 

1998 
Miles (% 
of total) 

1992 
Miles (% of 

total) 

1986* 
Miles (% 
of total) 

1980* 
Miles (% 
of total) 

Miles of Shoreline 
Mapped/Analyzed 

304.5 307.4 312 300 237* 245* 

Setback Factor  
(2 ft/yr. ) 

174.6 
(57.3%) 

190.2 
(61.9%) 

193 
(62%) 

165 
(55%) 

144 
(61%) 

149 
(61%) 

Setback Factor  
(2.5 to 5.0 ft/yr. ) 

67.1 
(22.1%) 

62.1 
(20.2%) 

64 
(21%) 

54  
(18%) 

43  
(18%) 

52  
(21%) 

Setback Factor  
(5.5 to 8.0 ft/yr. ) 

38.7 
(12.7%) 

31.5 
(10.2%) 

28  
(9%) 

30  
(10%) 

20  
(8%) 

22  
(9%) 

Setback Factor  
(>8.0 ft/yr. ) 

22.7 
(7.4%) 

20.8 
(6.8%) 

27  
(8%) 

32 
(10.7%) 

22  
(9%) 

22  
(9%) 

Insufficient Data 
1.4 

(<0.5%) 
2.8 

(<1%) 
0 

19 
(6%) 

8 
(4%) 

0 

Table 7.  Summary of blocked shoreline change rates (Setback Factors) for all studies.  This table is an illustrative 
comparison of total length of oceanfront shoreline mapped and analyzed, and its calculated construction Setback 
Factor for each of the six studies; where sixty feet is the minimum construction setback (2 ft. x 30 = 60 ft.).  Length 
ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻǿ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ ά{ŜǘōŀŎƪ CŀŎǘƻǊ όн Ŧǘύέ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ƻŦ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŀŎŎǊŜǘƛƴƎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻns of shoreline, and those 
calculated to be eroding at two feet per year or less.  Where the year ends with an asterisk (*) in the table header, 
that total shoreline distance is less compared to others because some, or all, of the National Seashore was not 
mapped for that study (i.e. Shackleford Banks, Core Banks).  (*) this study did not include the entire oceanfront 
shoreline (Core Banks or Shackelford Banks).   

 

South-Facing Shoreline 
Dates 

2016 
Miles (% of 

total) 

2009 
Miles (% of 

total) 

1998 
Miles (% 
of total) 

1992 
Miles (% 
of total) 

1986* 
Miles (% 
of total) 

1980* 
Miles (% 
of total) 

Miles of Shoreline 
Mapped/Analyzed 

103.7 
(34.1%) 

103.9 96 106.8 82 80 

Setback Factor  
(2 ft) 

76.5 
(73.8%) 

77.3 
(74.4%) 

69 
(72%) 

58.4 
(55%) 

59  
(72%) 

70  
(82%) 

Setback Factor  
(2.5 to 5.0 ft) 

13.0 
(12.5%) 

13.8 
(13.3%) 

14 
(14%) 

14.4 
(13%) 

12  
(15%) 

12  
(14%) 

Setback Factor  
(5.5 to 8.0 ft) 

9.5 
(9.2%) 

9.0 
(8.7%) 

9  
(9%) 

5.9  
(6%) 

3  
(4%) 

3  
(4%) 

Setback Factor  
(>8.0 ft) 

3.9 
(3.8%) 

3.6 
(3.5%) 

5  
(5%) 

9  
(8%) 

7  
(9%) 

0  
(0%) 

Table 8.  South-facing beach summary of blocked shoreline change rates (Setback Factors) for all studies.  This table 
is an illustrative comparison of total length of shoreline mapped and analyzed, and its calculated construction 
Setback Factor for each of the five studies, were sixty feet is the minimum construction setback (2 ft. x 30 = 60 feet).  
[ŜƴƎǘƘ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻǿ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ ά{ŜǘōŀŎƪ CŀŎǘƻǊ όн Ŧeeǘύέ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ƻŦ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŀŎŎǊŜǘƛƴƎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǎƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜΣ 
and those calculated to be eroding at two feet per year or less.  Where the year ends with an asterisk (*), in the table 
header, that total shoreline distance is less compared to others because some, or all, of the National Seashore was 
not mapped for that study (i.e. Shackleford Banks, Core Banks). 
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East-Facing Shorelines 
2016 

Miles (% of 
total) 

2009 
Miles (% of 

total) 

1998 
Miles (% 
of total) 

1992 
Miles (% 
of total) 

1986* 
Miles (% 
of total) 

1980* 
Miles (% 
of total) 

Miles of Shoreline 
Mapped/Analyzed 

200.8 
(65.9%) 

203.5 216 192.8 155 160 

Setback Factor  
(2 ft) 

98.3 
(49.0%) 

112.8 
(55.4%) 

124 
(58%) 

89 
(46%) 

85  
(55%) 

78  
(49%) 

Setback Factor  
(2.5 to 5.0 ft) 

52.9 
(26.3%) 

48.3 
(23.7%) 

50 
(23%) 

39.9 
(21%) 

31  
(20%) 

40  
(25%) 

Setback Factor  
(5.5 to 8.0 ft) 

29.7 
(14.8%) 

22.4 
(11.0%) 

19  
(9%) 

24.3 
(13%) 

17  
(11%) 

20  
(12%) 

Setback Factor  
(>8.0 ft) 

18.5 
(9.2%) 

17.2 
(8.5%) 

22  
(10 %) 

23.4 
(12%) 

15  
(10%) 

23  
(14%) 

Table 9.  East-facing beach summary of blocked shoreline change rates (Setback Factors) for all studies.  This table 
is an illustrative comparison of total length of shoreline mapped and analyzed, and its calculated construction 
Setback Factor for each of the five studies, where sixty feet is the minimum construction setback (2 ft. x 30 = 60 
feetύΦ  [ŜƴƎǘƘ ǎƘƻǿƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻǿ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ ά{ŜǘōŀŎƪ CŀŎǘƻǊ όн Ŧeeǘύέ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜ ƻŦ ƭŜƴƎǘƘ ƻŦ ŀƭƭ ŀŎŎǊŜǘƛƴƎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ 
shoreline, and those calculated to be eroding at two feet per year or less.  Where the year ends with an asterisk (*), 
in the table header, that total shoreline distance is less compared to others because some, or all, of the National 
Seashore was not mapped for that study (i.e. Shackleford Banks, Core Banks). 
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Barrier Island Summaries 

 
The following graphs show oceanfront shoreline change rate data (raw, smoothed, and blocked) 

at each transect for all NC barrier islands.  For purpose of this study and illustrating raw and 

smoothed with blocked data, positive rate values identify measured erosion (positive = erosion) 

while negative values represent measured accretion (negative = accretion).  The black points, or 

crosshairs, are the raw data; the green and/or red lines are the smoothed data; and the bold-

black line is the blocked data (setback factors). Units for the vertical axis are feet per year, and 

the horizontal axis corresponds to transect numbers. 

 

Bird Island and Sunset Beach  

.ƛǊŘ LǎƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ {ǳƴǎŜǘ .ŜŀŎƘ ŀǊŜ bƻǊǘƘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴŀΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘŜǊƴ-most beaches and considered to have 

low sloping south-facing beaches with approximately 3.3 miles of combined oceanfront 

shoreline.  Sunset Beach has been naturally accreting and has not required any nourishment 

ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ όCƛƎǳǊŜ мнύΦ  {ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ŦŀŎǘƻǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜǎ ƛƴ ŘŜŦƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǎƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜ 

position; a navigation jetty constructed at Little River inlet (left side of graph), the closing of Madd 

inlet (transect IDs 35-40), and engineering (end of island and inlet configuration) of Tubbs Inlet 

prior to 1970.  There was no change in blocked erosion rate factors since 2.8 miles (86.7 percent) 

of its shoreline resulted in measured accretion with only minor erosion (2 feet per year, or less) 

in the area adjacent to Tubbs Inlet for a shoreline distance equal to distance of 0.3 miles, or 11.4 

percent of its oceanfront shoreline; therefore, the calculated setback factors for both Bird Island 

and Sunset Beach is 2 feet per year (Figures 12 & 13). 
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Figure 12.  Bird Island and Sunset Beach shoreline change rates and blocked rates (setback factors). Black-points 
represent all (erosion and accretion) raw rates; smoothed rates are represented by the solid green (accretion) and 
red (erosion) line; and the solid black line represents blocked rates (setback factors). 

 

 

Figure 13. Bird Island & Sunset Beach.  Points represent transect-shoreline intersections on the 2016 shoreline; 
and number labels correspond to graph's x-axis transect numbers. 
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Ocean Isle Beach 

Ocean Isle Beach is considered low sloping and south-facing, with approximately 5.7 miles of 

oceanfront shoreline.  Approximately 4.6 miles (80.6 percent) of this shoreline resulted in 

measured accretion, while 1.0 miles (18.3 percent) is eroding (Figure 14).  Ocean Isle has received 

several nourishment projects since the 2000s which had immediate post-project influences on 

shoreline position, and potentially influenced degree of measured accretion.  Those areas are 

adjacent to inlets (Tubbs and Shallotte) located on each shoulder of the barrier island.  Most of 

the island resulted in a calculated Setback Factor of 2 feet per year, while a small portion adjacent 

to Shallotte Inlet continued to see factors greater than 2 (up to 5 ft./yr.) (Figure 14 and 15).  

Overall, Setback Factors remained the same or slightly lower compared to the 2011 study. 

 

 

Figure 14.  Ocean Isle shoreline change rates and blocked rates (setback factors). Black-points represent all (erosion 
and accretion) raw rates; smoothed rates are represented by the solid green (accretion) and red (erosion) line; and 
the solid black line represents blocked rates (setback factors). 
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Figure 15. Ocean Isle Beach.  Points represent transect-shoreline intersections on the 2016 shoreline; and number 
labels correspond to graph's x-axis transect numbers. 

 
 

Holden Beach 

Holden Beach is considered low sloping and a south-facing, with approximately 8.0 miles of 

oceanfront shoreline.  Approximately 2.0 miles (24.8 percent) of this shoreline resulted in 

measured accretion, while 6.0 miles (74.8 percent) is eroding (Figure 16).  Although down slightly 

from the 2011 study (58.9 percent), still most (54.7 percent) of the measured erosion is 2 feet 

per year or less.  In 2017, Holden Beach placed approximately 1.3 million cubic yards of sand 

along four miles of its oceanfront shoreline, and it is the first project since 2006 and 2009.  

Although this project could have some measured influence on the next update study, this update 

was not influenced by recent nourishment.  The area on Holden Beach with the highest erosion 

is adjacent to Lockwood Folly Inlet (located on right side of the graph) where setback factors 
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transition from 2 to 6 approaching Lockwood Folly Inlet (Figures 16 & 17).  Overall, where factors 

were two feet per year in 2011, they continue to be two, however, Setback Factors are slightly 

higher adjacent to Lockwood Folly Inlet (range from 2 to 6 ft./yr.). 

 

 

Figure 16. Holden Beach shoreline change rates and blocked rates (setback factors). Black-points represent all 
(erosion and accretion) raw rates; smoothed rates are represented by the solid green (accretion) and red (erosion) 
line; and the solid black line represents blocked rates (setback factors). 
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Figure 17. Holden Beach.  Points represent transect-shoreline intersections on the 2016 shoreline; and number 
labels correspond to graph's x-axis transect numbers. 

 

Oak Island 

The Town of Oak Island has a south-facing beach with approximately 9.3 miles of oceanfront 

shoreline.  Approximately 6.5 miles (70.7 percent) resulted in measured accretion, while the 

remaining 2.6 miles (28.6 percent) demonstrated measured erosion (Figure 18). Although the 

maximum measured erosion was 2.5 feet per year (transect # 861, near Oak Island/Caswell Beach 

Town limits), the average is less than 1.0 foot per year.  The setback factor for the entire 

oceanfront shoreline is two (2) (Figure 19). 
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Figure 18.  Oak Island shoreline change rates and blocked rates (setback factors). Black-points represent all (erosion 
and accretion) raw rates; smoothed rates are represented by the solid green (accretion) and red (erosion) line; and 
the solid black line represents blocked rates (setback factors). 

 

Figure 19.  Oak Island.  Points represent transect-shoreline intersections on the 2016 shoreline; and number labels 
correspond to graph's x-axis transect numbers. 
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Caswell Beach and Fort Caswell 

Caswell Beach and Fort Caswell have combined oceanfront shorelines totaling 3.5 miles.  

Approximately 2.3 miles (65.5 percent) resulted in measured accretion, while 1.2 miles (34.5 

percent) resulted in measured erosion (Figure 20). The average shoreline change rate was just 

under two feet per year (1.6), and the calculated setback factor is two (2) (Figure 21). 

 

 

Figure 20.  Caswell Beach and Fort Caswell shoreline change rates and blocked rates (setback factors). Black-points 
represent all (erosion and accretion) raw rates; smoothed rates are represented by the solid green (accretion) and 
red (erosion) line; and the solid black line represents blocked rates (setback factors). 
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Figure 21. Caswell Beach and Fort Caswell.  Points represent transect-shoreline intersections on the 2016 
shoreline; and number labels correspond to graph's x-axis transect numbers. 

 

Bald Head Island 

Bald Head IslaƴŘΩǎ άǎƻǳǘƘ-ōŜŀŎƘέ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǎouth-facing shoreline in Brunswick County just 

before transitioning to east-facing beaches at Cape Fear. This 3.2-mile oceanfront shoreline is the 

ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ dynamic, ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ŘȅƴŀƳƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ shoreline, and has 

demonstrated consistently high erosion rates throughout all studies.  However, with the 

completion of the terminal groin on south-beach and adjacent to the Cape Fear Inlet (near 

transect #985) in 2015, continued routine maintenance of beach east of the groin, and the groin 

field in the same region, all appear to have collectively lower rates slightly compared to previous 

studies for the approximate one-half mile segment of the shoreline at the west end of south-

beach (average 3.4 feet per year). Overall, shoreline change rates for south-beach are generally 
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consistent with those from earlier studies where the average erosion rate is 3.9 feet per year 

(Figure 22).  Blocked shoreline changes rates (setback factors) ranged between 2 and 13 and 

averaged approximately 4 feet per year. Setback factors did decrease for approximately 0.4 miles 

(13.6 percent) of shoreline (adjacent to terminal groin), but this shoreline position is dominated 

by erosional processes and resulted in an increase in setback factors for 0.9 miles of shoreline 

(28.2 percent) (Figures 22 and 23). 

 

 

Figure 22.  Bald Head Island (άsouth-beachέ) shoreline change rates and blocked rates (setback factors). Black-points 
represent all (erosion and accretion) raw rates; smoothed rates are represented by the solid green (accretion) and 
red (erosion) line; and the solid black line represents blocked rates (setback factors). 
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Figure 23. .ŀƭŘ IŜŀŘ LǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ ǎƻǳǘƘ-beach.  Points represent transect-shoreline intersections on the 2016 shoreline; 
and number labels correspond to graph's x-axis transect numbers. 

 

Moving from .ŀƭŘ IŜŀŘ LǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ south beach to east beach while rounding Cape Fear the data 

show an erosion-accretion pivot point along the shorelineΦ  .ŀƭŘ IŜŀŘ LǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ Ŝŀǎǘ ōŜŀŎƘ ǳƴŘŜǊ 

normal conditions has been demonstrated through the data to be accretional with shoreline 

change rate factors equal to two feet per year, and setback factors equal to two (Figures 24 and 

25). 
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Figure 24. .ŀƭŘ IŜŀŘ LǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ Ŝŀǎǘ-beach shoreline change rates and blocked rates (setback factors). Black-points 
represent all (erosion and accretion) raw rates; smoothed rates are represented by the solid green (accretion) and 
red (erosion) line; and the solid black line represents blocked rates (setback factors). 

 

Figure 25. .ŀƭŘ IŜŀŘ LǎƭŀƴŘΩǎ Ŝŀǎǘ-beach.  Points represent transect-shoreline intersections on the 2016 shoreline; 
and number labels correspond to graph's x-axis transect numbers. 
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½ŜƪŜΩǎ LǎƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ CƻǊǘ CƛǎƘŜǊ {ǘŀǘŜ tŀǊƪ 

Moving northward towards the now closed Corncake Inlet, which formally separated Bald Head 

ŀƴŘ ½ŜƪŜΩǎ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƻŎŜŀƴŦǊƻƴǘ ǎƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜ ŀǘ ½ŜƪŜΩǎ LǎƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ CƻǊǘ CƛǎƘŜǊ {ǘŀǘŜ Park 

demonstrates consistent erosional characteristics.  The extent of this shoreline segment is 8.4 

miles, where 3.4 miles (41.1 percent) of this shoreline demonstrates accretional characteristics, 

while 4.9 miles (58.9 percent) is eroding.  The average shoreline change rate is less 1 foot per 

year (erosion) with a median rate of 2.6 feet per year (erosion), and blocked shoreline change 

rates (setback factors) ranging between 2 and 8 with an average 4.0 feet per year (Figures 26, 27, 

and 28).     

 

 

Figure 26.  ½ŜƪŜΩǎ LǎƭŀƴŘ όōŜǘǿŜŜƴ .ŀƭŘ IŜŀŘ LǎƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ CƻǊǘ CƛǎƘŜǊύ ǎƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǊŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōƭƻŎƪŜŘ ǊŀǘŜǎ 
(setback factors). Black-points represent all (erosion and accretion) raw rates; smoothed rates are represented by 
the solid green (accretion) and red (erosion) line; and the solid black line represents blocked rates (setback factors). 
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Figure 27. Fort Fisher State Park shoreline change rates and blocked rates (setback factors). Black-points represent 
all (erosion and accretion) raw rates; smoothed rates are represented by the solid green (accretion) and red (erosion) 
line; and the solid black line represents blocked rates (setback factors). 

 

Figure 28. ½ŜƪŜΩǎ LǎƭŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ CƻǊǘ Cisher State Park.  Points represent transect-shoreline intersections on the 2016 
shoreline; and number labels correspond to graph's x-axis transect numbers. 
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Kure Beach 

Kure Beach is an east-facing beach with 2.9 miles of oceanfront shoreline where approximately 

one mile (35.1 percent) resulted in measured accretion, and the remaining 1.8 miles (63.8 

percent) measured erosion (Figure 29).  The highest rates at Kure beach are located adjacent to 

CƻǊǘ CƛǎƘŜǊ {ǘŀǘŜ tŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ƭƛƳƛǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ erosion rates peaked at 6.4 feet per year and 

resulted in a setback factor of four.  Compared to the 2011 study, there was a slight decrease for 

a 500 feet section of shoreline near Fort Fisher State Park, while the remaining 2.8 miles of 

shoreline experienced no change in setback factor values (Figures 29 and 30).  

 

 

 

Figure 29.  Kure Beach shoreline change rates and blocked rates (setback factors). Black-points represent all (erosion 
and accretion) raw rates; smoothed rates are represented by the solid green (accretion) and red (erosion) line; and 
the solid black line represents blocked rates (setback factors). 
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Figure 30. Kure Beach.  Points represent transect-shoreline intersections on the 2016 shoreline; and number labels 
correspond to graph's x-axis transect numbers. 

 

Carolina Beach 

Carolina Beach is and east-facing beach with approximately four miles of oceanfront shoreline 

where 2.5 miles (65.1 percent) resulted in measured accretion, while the remaining 1.3 miles 

(34.1 percent) resulted in measured erosion. The average blocked erosion rate at Carolina Beach 

is 2.5, however, for most of the developed shoreline, the setback factor is 2. (Figure 31 and 32). 
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Figure 31. Carolina Beach shoreline change rates and blocked rates (setback factors). Black-points represent all 
(erosion and accretion) raw rates; smoothed rates are represented by the solid green (accretion) and red (erosion) 
line; and the solid black line represents blocked rates (setback factors). 

 

Figure 32. Carolina Beach.  Points represent transect-shoreline intersections on the 2016 shoreline; and number 
labels correspond to graph's x-axis transect numbers. 
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Masonboro Island 

Masonboro Island is an undeveloped barrier island.  Its oceanfront shoreline is east facing and 

extends 7.8 miles with Carolina Beach inlet on its southern end (left side on the graph) and 

Masonboro inlet on its northern flank (right side on the graph).  Approximately 7.7 miles (98.4 

percent) of its shoreline resulted in measured erosion, while the remaining 0.1 miles (1.6 percent) 

resulted in measured accretion.    The area with measured accretion is adjacent to the rock 

navigation jetty at Masonboro inlet where the fillet is regularly maintained; thus, artificially 

reducing shoreline change.  The average blocked erosion rate at Masonboro Island is 7.0 feet per 

year, the maximum is 14 feet per year, and the minimum is two feet per year (Figure 33 and 34).  

The highest erosion factor occurs on the end adjacent to Carolina Beach Inlet. 

 

 

Figure 33.  Masonboro Island Bird Island and Sunset Beach shoreline change rates and blocked rates (setback 
factors). Black-points represent all (erosion and accretion) raw rates; smoothed rates are represented by the solid 
green (accretion) and red (erosion) line; and the solid black line represents blocked rates (setback factors). 
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Figure 34. Masonboro Island.  Points represent transect-shoreline intersections on the 2016 shoreline; and number 
labels correspond to graph's x-axis transect numbers. 

 

 

Wrightsville Beach 

Wrightsville Beach has approximately 4.5 miles of oceanfront shoreline, is east-facing, and 

flanked by two inlets (Masonboro and Mason).  Masonboro Inlet is hardened with two rock 

navigational jetties (one on each side).   Wrightsville Beach is routinely maintained as part of a 

USACE Storm Damage Reduction project.  As a result, approximately 4.0 miles (95.6 percent) of 

its shoreline resulted in measured accretion, while the remaining 0.1 miles (2.2 percent) resulted 

in measured erosion.  The average, maximum, and minimum blocked erosion rate at Wrightsville 

Beach is two feet per year (Figure 35 and 36).  There is a data gap because the early shoreline 

reflects a time (1933) when MooǊŜΩǎ Inlet was open. 
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Figure 35.  Wrightsville Beach shoreline change rates and blocked rates (setback factors). Black-points represent all 
(erosion and accretion) raw rates; smoothed rates are represented by the solid green (accretion) and red (erosion) 
line; and the solid black line represents blocked rates (setback factors). 

 

Figure 36. Wrightsville Beach.  Points represent transect-shoreline intersections on the 2016 shoreline; and number 
labels correspond to graph's x-axis transect numbers. 
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Figure Eight Island 

Figure Eight Island has approximately 3.6 miles of oceanfront shoreline, is east facing, and flanked 

by two inlets (Mason and Rich).   Approximately 3.6 miles (100 percent) of its shoreline resulted 

in measured accretion.  Erosion was minimized, and accretion measured high as a direct result of 

beach nourishment.  The setback factor for all of Figure Eight IslandΩǎ ƻŎŜŀƴŦǊƻƴǘ is two feet per 

year (Figure 37 and 38).  

  

 

Figure 37.  Figure Eight Island shoreline change rates and blocked rates (setback factors). Black-points represent all 
(erosion and accretion) raw rates; smoothed rates are represented by the solid green (accretion) and red (erosion) 
line; and the solid black line represents blocked rates (setback factors). 
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Figure 38. Figure Eight Island.  Points represent transect-shoreline intersections on the 2016 shoreline; and 
number labels correspond to graph's x-axis transect numbers. 

 
 

Lea-Hutaff Island 

Lea-Hutaff Island has approximately 3.6 miles of oceanfront shoreline, is east-facing, and flanked 

by two inlets (Rich and New Topsail).    Nearly all its oceanfront shoreline, 3.2 miles (89 percent) 

resulted in measured erosion characterized as eroding based on results, while the remaining 0.8 

miles (22 percent) contains a data gap because of the closure of Old Topsail Inlet, which once 

separated Lea and Hutaff Islands.  The average blocked erosion rate is 9.0 feet per year, the 

maximum is 10.0 feet per year near New Topsail Inlet (Figure 39 and 40).  
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Figure 39.  Lea-Hutaff Island shoreline change rates and blocked rates (setback factors). Black-points represent all 
(erosion and accretion) raw rates; smoothed rates are represented by the solid green (accretion) and red (erosion) 
line; and the solid black line represents blocked rates (setback factors). 

 

Figure 40. Figure Eight Island.  Points represent transect-shoreline intersections on the 2016 shoreline; and number 
labels correspond to graph's x-axis transect numbers. 
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Topsail Beach 

Topsail Island has approximately 22 miles of oceanfront shoreline and is an east-facing barrier 

island flanked by two inlets (New Topsail and New River).    Topsail Beach makes up 28.1 percent 

(4.8 miles) of its shoreline, Surf City 27.3 percent (6.0 miles), and North Topsail Beach 50.1 

percent (11.1 miles).    

 

Approximately 3.9 miles (85.1 percentύ ƻŦ ¢ƻǇǎŀƛƭ .ŜŀŎƘΩǎ ocean shoreline resulted in measured 

accretion, while 0.5 mile (12.2 percent) resulted in measured erosion.  ¢ƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǊŜŎŜƴǘ 

large-scale beach nourishment project was completed in 2011, which likely reduced actual 

erosion and increased accretion rates.   The average shoreline change rate is 3.6 feet per year 

(accretion), and the blocked shoreline change rate (Setback Factor) is two feet per year (Figure 

41 and 42). 

 

 

Figure 41. Topsail Beach.  shoreline change rates and blocked rates (setback factors). Black-points represent all 
(erosion and accretion) raw rates; smoothed rates are represented by the solid green (accretion) and red (erosion) 
line; and the solid black line represents blocked rates (setback factors). 
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Figure 42. Topsail Beach.  Points represent transect-shoreline intersections on the 2016 shoreline; and number labels 
correspond to graph's x-axis transect numbers. 

 

Surf City 

At Surf City, approximately 4.9 miles (82.3 percent) of its shoreline resulted in measured 

accretion, while 0.9 mile (15.1 percent) resulted in measured erosion.  The average shoreline 

change rate is less than 1 foot per year (accretion), and the blocked shoreline change rate 

(Setback Factor) is two feet per year (Figure 43 and 44). 
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Figure 43. Surf City shoreline change rates and blocked rates (setback factors). Black-points represent all (erosion 
and accretion) raw rates; smoothed rates are represented by the solid green (accretion) and red (erosion) line; and 
the solid black line represents blocked rates (setback factors). 

 

Figure 44. Surf City.  Points represent transect-shoreline intersections on the 2016 shoreline; and number labels 
correspond to graph's x-axis transect numbers. 
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North Topsail Beach 

At North Topsail Beach, approximately 9.3 miles (83.8 percent) of its shoreline resulted in 

measured erosion, while 1.7 miles (15.4 percent) resulted in measured accretion.  The average 

shoreline change rate is 1.1 ŦŜŜǘ ǇŜǊ ȅŜŀǊ όŜǊƻǎƛƻƴύΣ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ƻǿƴΩǎ ǎƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜ όтΦп ƳƛƭŜǎύ 

resulted in a blocked shoreline change rate (setback factor) equal to 2.0 feet per year, and a 

setback factor equal to 3 for a segment of shoreline nearing New River Inlet (Figure 45 and 46).  

The area adjacent to New River Inlet has experienced the highest erosion, however, the setback 

factor is equal to 2 feet per year because existing rules (15A NCAC 07H.0304) require that the 

setback factor immediately adjacent to an Inlet Hazard Area (IHA) be applied throughout the IHA. 

 

 

Figure 45. North Topsail Beach shoreline change rates and blocked rates (setback factors). Black-points represent all 
(erosion and accretion) raw rates; smoothed rates are represented by the solid green (accretion) and red (erosion) 
line; and the solid black line represents blocked rates (setback factors). 
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Figure 46. North Topsail Beach.  Points represent transect-shoreline intersections on the 2016 shoreline; and number 
labels correspond to graph's x-axis transect numbers. 

 

Onslow Beach 

Onslow Beach has approximately 7.3 miles of oceanfront shoreline and is east-facing.    

Approximately 6.1 miles (83.5 percent) of its shoreline resulted in measured erosion, while 0.8 

miles (11.4 percent) resulted in measured accretion. The average blocked erosion rate is 5 feet 

per year, the maximum is 11 feet per year, and the minimum is two feet per year (Figure 47 and 

48).  Rates for Onslow Beach were calculated using a 2017 shoreline, and not 2016, because there 

was a data gap in the 2016 shoreline. 

 

 




















































































































































































